v 8

VISION 2020

ADI SHANKARA CENTRE FOR R & D IN
APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY AND FUTURISTIC
STUDIES

FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL AREAS WITH
SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON

ADIVASI/TRIBAL REGION

LT

ADI SHANKARA INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY,
KALADY - 683574



Abstract

Not caught up in the mesh of traditional set Agi, Shankara Institute of
Engineering & Technology(ASIET) is fast expanding its horizons to the
realm of social service®SIET proposes to start eentre for R & D in
Appropriate Technology and Futuristic $udies for the Development of

Rural Areas with Special Emphasis oAdivasi/Tribal r egion. The action

plan for the same have had already been chalked out, the highlights of which

are listed in this brief report.

A panel of experts within the Institute have identified the underdeveloped areas
with respect toenergy, water supply, sanitation, public health and
education. The staff and students of the Institute will be deputed to conduct
further elaborate surveys, the requireméntshe coming 20 yearswill be
projected and analysed by the centre. Extensive studies and workshops will
be conducted to evolve suitable methodologies to fulfill the developmental
needs utilising the natural resources and appropriate technologies. The tribals
will also be made to recognise their role in carrying out such developmental

activities.




Objectives

. To identify rural/adivasi/tribal areas withgent need for developmental

activities

. To diagnose the needs for the coming 20 years through a comprehensive,

exploratory study

. Prescribing remedial measures based on the application of appropriate

technology

. To identify the available resources and convert them with the use of appropriate

technology into value-added, viable, commercial products.

. To introduce participatory action programmes for the overall amelioration of

the tribals from their educational, economic, social backwardness through:
@ cooperative ventures like sericulture, horticulture with special emphasis

on medicinal herbs, bee-keeping, handicrafts, food processing, cosmetic

products, ayurvedic medicines etc.

literacy programmes for kids, adults and the womenfolk

cascade training programmes

empowerment of women folk through self help groups

hygiene and sanitation - toilet facilities

development of alternate energy sources
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ensure supply of potable water
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10.

12.

@ provision of health care facilities

@ group financing activities

Try to tie up with financial institutions for micro financing activities

Ensure proper protection for the life and property of adivasis from wild
animals.

Ensure proper marketing of their products making sure that they get real
value for their goods

Integration with outside bodies like NGOs and VOs

To bring into limelight the capabilities and talents of the tribals, that remain
suppressed under the prevailing circumstances

To make a detailed documentation of the action programme implemented
in the project area.

To make periodic evaluation of the programme and to take corrective

measures for the successful implementation of the development project



REPORT ON
THAVALAKKUZHIPARA



ACTION PLAN

Phase | Fact Finding Mission
A team of experts fromSIET visited adivasi colony/tribal areas like

Thavalakkuzhippara Malayar Colgiachumaram Muthuvar Coloydnakkayam

Kadar Colony in Thrissur District and studied the current status and identified the
problem areas. While Thavalakkuzhippara Malayar colony is a fairly substantial one
the Kadar and Muthuvar colony are much smaller with the Kadar village having only

13 families.

The details of the study conducted at Thavalakkuzhippara Malayar Colony is given
below The other two colonies were also fair replicas of the Malayar colony albeit on

a smaller scale.

History: The people residing imhavalakkuzhippara belongs to the Malayebe

and it is understood that these are people displaced from the Edamalayar region at
the time of execution of Edamalayar Hydro Electric Power Project in T9&Sb.

other sects of people namely Kadar and Muthuvar who also left the place are residing
in the near by area in separate colohigavalakkuzhippara olony is spread over an
area of 33 acres for which they received possession rights in 1985.

Location: Thavalakkuzhippara Malayar Colony is situated 3 km inside the forest
from Vachumaram which is

20 km from Vazhachal

tourism centre iWazhachal-

Pollachi Road

Range -  Sholayar

Division - Vazhchal

District - Thrissur

State - Kerala

Number of families - 44

Number of adults - 84

Number of women - 45 Dilapidated condition of houses in the village - scarce
protection against the elements and no protection against
wild animals
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Number of men - 39
Number of children - 96

Demographics:
Employment: Both men
and women are chiefly
employed in the collection
of forest produce and its
sales/consumption
Agricultural operation:
ASIET expert evaluates denudation of agricultural land of There is hardly any
Malayar tribe - a pathetic condition agricultural activitythe main
reason being the lack of
protection and hence destruction of crops by wild animals.
Education facilities: There is arAinganvadi functioning in the colony butitis poorly
managed. The nearest Lower Primary and High School are situated 15 km and 30 krr

respectively from the colony

The Adivasi Mooppan of Thavalakkuzhippara Tribal Village interacting with experts from ASIET

- well begun is half done!
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Educational status : A total of two people have completed their primary educatfibe.
educational status of women folk are especially poor

Health care facilities: The nearest primary health centre is 15 km from the coldrey

Five star toilet facilities - half completed and air-conditioned!

current generation doesn’t seem to be aware of the traditional herbal medicine systems.
Potable water: It is erratically available but quality has yet to be tested.
Traditional Rituals and Cultural practices : They seem to have colourful practices that

they are not presently observing

The areas identified for immediate attention are:
1. Public health and sanitation
2. Basic education and women empowerment
3. Economic self reliance among tribes
4. Exploitation for want of proper marketing techniques



Based on the findings of the study and the objectives of the identified the next phase

is proposed to be as follows:

Phase I

ParticipatornyAction Programme

1.

Cascade training:It is planned to set up a centralized training facility where
representatives from the different villages can be given vocational training. They

will go back to their respective villages and in turn train others.

. Ensure supply of potable water:Provide hand pumps for drawing water

The available water can be purified by a method to be finalized after proper

study

. Provision of health cae facilities: Try to motivate the concerned authorities

to open a primary health cent@rain the womenfolk to undertake basic first

aid and midwifery

. Hygiene and sanitation: Provision of basic toilet facilities and training in

hygiene.

. Provide alternate energy souces: Viability of bio gas plants using waste

and vegetation, besides non-conventional sources like wind energy to be worked

out.

. Cooperative ventures:

a. Sericulture-It is an ideal place to plant mulberry bushes which can be
used to breed silkworms.

b. Horticulture-with special emphasis on medicinal plants many of which
are peculiar to the region

c. Apiary-pure honey can be made available in value-added form

d. Food processing-food items that are being sold in the raw form presently
can be processed and sold as value-added products using appropriate
technology

e. Handicraft-unique products made from different natural items, like eco-
friendly disposable plates and containers from arecanut palm fronds

f. Cosmetic products-facial packs from arrowroot and ‘Rakthachandanam’
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g. Medicines-using traditional formulations which are not available elsewhere
besides ordinary herbal medicines

7. Literacy programme: feasibility of starting a primary school to be seriously
consideredAt least get aganizations like NSS(unit &SIET) or even NGOs
to conduct adult education classes

8. Group financing activities: get the villagers to pool money to form a thrift
fund.

9. Empowerment of women through self-help groupsprovide special assistance
to women to form self help groups and provide them proper training to start
different commercial ventures

10Marketing pr oducts:A center will be set up ASIET to plan and help implement
the marketing of their products and ensure they get proper value for their products.
Market study will be conducted, strategy formulated and hands-on help may be
provided to thé\divasis

11 .Cultural activities: Cultural study center will be set up in the Institute to study
different arts and rituals. Proper publicity and exposure will be ensured in mainline
media

12 Protection: trenches will be dug around the adivasi villages as a means of

protection against wild animals



REPORT ON
KUNCHIPARA &
WARRIAM
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